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ABSTRACT:

This study addresses the issue of an employee's obligation not to compete
with their employer after the termination of employment contract. The
research begins by defining this obligation and elucidating the legal and
jurisprudential framework governing it.

The significance of the study lies in highlighting workplace ethics and
fostering sustainable relationships in the work environment, aiming to
achieve stability and positive interaction among involved parties. The study
also questions the nature of this obligation, its validity conditions, and the
repercussions of its violation, while analyzing potential challenges and
offering recommendations for its effective implementation in work
environments.

The analytical methodology employed in the research facilitates an
understanding and analysis of the concept of the employee's obligation not
to compete and its impact on professional relationships, thereby enhancing
comprehension of the subject and identifying avenues to promote its fair and
effective application in work settings.

The research indicates that this obligation aims to protect the employer's
interests from unfair competition or exploitation by the employee. It reveals
that the employer can impose this obligation if the employee's role involves
access to trade secrets or clients.

Moreover, the research delves into the legal framework regulated by labor
laws in the UAE, stipulating a maximum duration of two years for the
obligation, with specific scope and type requirements.

Additionally, the study examines the Islamic jurisprudential stance on this
obligation, emphasizing its compatibility with Sharia principles such as
justice and trustworthiness, along with the necessity of providing fair
compensation to the employee and avoiding unreasonable restrictions on
their freedom.

Furthermore, the research outlines the conditions for the validity of this
obligation and its repercussions when violated, applying to competitive
activities against the employer within defined temporal and geographical
parameters, accompanied by appropriate compensation for the employee.
Finally, the research presents several cases adjudicated by UAE courts,
determining the legality or illegality of non-compete clauses based on their
compliance with legal and contractual conditions. It concludes by
advocating for a balance between protecting the employer's interests and
safeguarding the employee's freedom to choose their work and livelihood
source when regulating this obligation.
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