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The Dams Crisis: Analysis of Legal and Political Obstacles and

Mechanisms for Resolution

Mohammad Rashed Al Shehhi

Abstract

The research aims to shed light on the legal and political obstacles facing international efforts
to manage this complex phenomenon. The research examines the role of international water
law and relevant international agreements in regulating the construction of dams and the use
of shared water resources. The study also explores potential disputes between countries over
dams and their political implications. In addition, the thesis analyzes the mechanisms for
resolving these disputes according to the international legal framework, including the means of
negotiation and peaceful settlement and the role played by international courts and arbitral
tribunals.

This research follows a descriptive and analytical methodology, as it aims to clarify the
description of the phenomena and laws related to dams and then analyze them in depth. The
descriptive approach was used in reviewing and analyzing international laws and agreements
related to dams and examining the obstacles and problems that arise from them. The analytical
approach was also used to analyze the complex issues and obstacles associated with the
inadequacy of laws and their implementation in the dam sector and their impact on water
resources and international relations.

The research is divided into two main chapters. The first chapter deals with international laws
and agreements related to dams and water resources, as it focuses on the role of international
water law in regulating dams and managing international watercourses. It also reviews
international agreements and their role in preventing disputes related to dams. The second
chapter deals with the legal and political obstacles to resolving disputes related to Dams on
transboundary rivers. It focuses on potential disputes between nations disputing over dams,
the political aspects of this crisis, and its impact on international relations.

The study concludes with a number of important findings and recommendations, the most
prominent of which is that international laws and agreements constitute a vital legal framework
for regulating the construction and management of dams and the use of transboundary water
resources. The study recommends strengthening international cooperation and compliance
with international legislation to ensure fair and sustainable use of shared water resources, and
developing effective legal mechanisms to resolve disputes between countries regarding dams.
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