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Abstract
Abortion between permission and criminalization in the UAE Crimes
and Penalties Law

This study shows how the Emirati criminal law treats abortion (a legal right or a
crime). It is one of the most prominent practical topics as abortion is not something
new but an old topic. Some factors increase abortion cases, such as the bad
economic situations in poor communities that lead to the expulsion of the fetus. The
researcher focused on developing abortion practices in history and how each culture
and civilization sees it. Then she shed light on abortion in status laws and
international legislation on the one hand and Islamic laws on the other. This helps us
to know about abortion in societies and its reasons, motives, dangers, and treatment
strategies. This also helps build certain doctrines that identify criminal abortion
conditions in the Emirati criminal law, the legal rules that control the crime of abortion
for the legislator, and the penalties for terminating pregnancies. The study is divided
into an introduction and two chapters. The introduction discusses what abortion is as
a concept and its different definitions linguistically, religiously, medically, and legally
speaking. Then different images of abortion are introduced to distinguish it from similar
actions. In the first chapter, there is an overview of the cultural aspect of abortion in
human civilizations and religions. Then the Islamic religion view on abortion is
introduced along with recent international customs with its old and modern doctrines.
This part also discusses abortion in modern societies to discover its reasons,
dangerous effects on modern societies, treatment strategies, and prevention. The
second chapter deals with abortion and its penal provisions in Emirati criminal law. It
introduces criminal abortion conditions such as the existence of pregnancy and its two
sections which are the actual action of abortion and the intention to do that. The aim
is to reach the laws that govern criminal responsibility and its doctrines in Emirati law
to clarify the legal consequences of abortion. The aim is to understand the nature of
the law and the penalties of criminal abortion for the Emirati legislator. Finally, the

study sums up the findings and recommendations in conclusion.
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