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Crimes associated with the Money Laundering in the UAE Legislation (Analytical Study)
ABSTRACT
Adil Ahmed AL Suwaidi

The crimes attached to money laundering are a set of actions related to the original money
laundering offense, whether by positive or negative behavior. It shall be deemed positive upon
violating any of the obligations stipulated in the Anti-Money Laundering Crimes Law or its
executive regulations, and shall be deemed a negative behavior in the event of refraining from
performing a legal obligation shall have been done.

Some legislations consider the crimes related to money laundering as criminal offences,
as is the case in the UAE legislation. The Federal Anti-Money Laundering Law regulated to
establish a separate Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) at the Central Bank of a special nature to
combat money laundering, to which a sufficient number of experts and specialists shall be
attached, and the necessary qualified and trained personnel shall be provided. FIU shall receive
notifications from various financial institutions regarding operations suspected to involve money
laundering, and exchange them with the relevant authorities in foreign countries and international
organizations, in addition to the regulatory authorities in UAE.

A court specialized to consider money laundering and tax evasion crimes was established,
within the framework of implementing the strategic priority of the Judicial Department. This
confirms and highlights the effective efforts of UAE to confront such crimes and ensure the
persecution of its perpetrators and brought to justice through a series of steps and legitimate
procedures in coordination and integration with various concerned authorities.

The federal legislator conforms with other legislations and the contents of the international
agreements, tightening the penalties for crimes attached to money laundering, in order to be a

deterrent that will prevent committing any of such crimes.
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